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1.

Importance of natural sciences collections for biocultural research. A view from
the Global South. Mariana Mondini, Florencia Agliano, M. Florencia Arias, A. Carolina
Moreano, Mdnica V. Pia, Daiana Coll, Camila Neveu Collado: Laboratorio de
Zooarqueologia y Tafonomia de Zonas Aridas (LaZTA), IDACOR, CONICET-UNC,
Argentina

The Laboratory of Zooarchaeology and Taphonomy of Arid Areas (LaZTA, IDACOR),
belonging both to the National Research Council for Scientific and Technical
(CONICET) and the National University of Cérdoba (UNC), is part of the public
academic system in Argentina. It is oriented to support research in human-animal
interactions and in the formation of the archaeological (and fossil generally) record. To
that aim, it has built a reference collection of modern animal materials, consisting
mainly of bones but also of other faunal materials —like hair and faeces— and animal
traces —like bite and digestion marks—. All of these materials and traces have the
potential —although variable— of preserving in the fossil record and are thus necessary
in the reference collection, as they provide important, complementary information on
the past. At the crossroads between social and natural sciences and intersected by
historical sciences, archaeology is key to unravelling past human-environmental
interactions, including the long-term roots of the Anthropocene. And natural science
collections play a key role in those investigations on the past. Also, they are a
significant reservoir of regional biodiversity, which is part of our biotic heritage, and is
key to preserve in the face of its future loss. Both modern and archaeological biotic
collections are also part of our biocultural heritage, as they inform of past and present
human-environmental interactions. For these reasons, it is crucial to preserve these
collections, and to do it in the countries where they are generated, which is often more
difficult in the lower-rate countries. Some examples from the LaZTA will be shown to
illustrate these ideas.

Imaging amber: Creating a novel workflow to digitise Natural History Museum'’s
amber collection. Joseph Deane: Natural History Museum, London

The Natural History Museum is currently preparing for a historic move of 28 million
specimens to a new site in Thames Valley Science Park (TVSP) near Reading. Ahead



